
���������	
��
�
����

Empty Womb, Aching Heart  by Marlo Schalesky  www.focusonthefamily.com 

Looking back on the heartache of infertility, I see  that through all the pain and disappoint-
ment, God hadn't forgotten us.   

She picked up her pencil and scribbled something on a sheet of paper. "Not just you, Steve too." I grimaced. Steve was going to hate 
this.  The doctor watched me for a moment. When I didn't say anything, she nodded once and continued writing. "I'm ordering the 
preliminary tests. How does next week sound for you?"  

A Chance for Adoption  
And so began the journey that would last for the next eight years. During that time we had enough tests and procedures to make me 
feel like a human pincushion, as well as two miscarriages and numerous heartbreaks. We were about to consider in vitro fertilization 
when a call came from my husband's 22-year-old cousin. She asked for Steve, and I handed him the phone. After about forty-five 
seconds, a startled expression crossed his face, followed by eager anticipation. His eyes met mine. "We'll take the baby!" he nearly 
shouted into the receiver. My hand flew to his arm. "What's going on?" I mouthed the question.  
He put his palm over the lower half of the receiver and quickly whispered, "Shanna's pregnant. She says she doesn't want the baby. 
She was planning to abort, but she'll have the baby if we want to adopt it."  
My mouth fell open. "Is she serious?" He nodded, then spoke into the receiver again. "Yes, yes, absolutely. That'll be no problem. 
Just send us the bills." He paused while Shanna spoke on the other end of the line. Steve grabbed my hand in his and grinned. "Okay, 
then, we'll talk to you again later," he said into the phone. "Take care now. And thank you. Thank you so much." He hung up. "Can 
you believe it?" he said to me as he turned, grabbed me, and swung me into the air. "We're going to have a baby at last!"  
But I wasn't so sure. After two miscarriages, I knew how attached a woman could become to the baby growing in her womb. Still, I 
laughed with him and wondered, Could this be it, Lord? In the following months as Shanna grew larger and larger, so did our hopes. 
Steve's family was so excited for us. They began buying baby clothes and planning a party for the new arrival. Shanna was pleased, 
too. Despite my doubts, she continued to reassure me that everything was going to happen as planned. She called every week with 
updates and always told me about her doctor visits. I went in with her to her 22-week 
ultrasound appointment and saw the baby for the first time—a little girl. The sight 
brought tears to my eyes. Will that be my baby, Lord? The baby was due in Septem-
ber, and somewhere around mid-July I started to really believe that this was going to end 
happily for us, that we would finally have a baby of our own. I began to plan the nurs-
ery and buy pink little girl things to decorate it.  Then, three weeks before the baby was 
due, Shanna called again. When she asked for Steve, I knew something was wrong. He 
took the phone, and immediately his features hardened into a look of pain. After a min-
ute he hung up the phone and turned to me. "She says she's keeping the baby."  
 
Crying Heartbreak 
The words dug into my heart like talons. Steve gathered me in his arms. We stood there, too hurt to cry, too stunned to speak, with 
the morning light pouring through the kitchen window to make a rainbow of colors on the tile counter top. In the weeks that fol-
lowed, as the baby was born and Shanna took her home, no one seemed to understand our pain. Steve's family couldn't see why we 
would stay away from family gatherings where the baby would be. From their view, we were overreacting. After all, the family still 
got a new baby. All the gifts they bought were given to the baby just the same. It was only Steve and I who felt the loss. We were left 
to grieve alone.  After the failed adoption attempt with Shanna, we continued infertility treatments and also tried to find another baby 
to adopt. So the waiting started again, along with the hoping, the disappointments, the wondering if it would ever happen for us.  
"Doesn't anyone care? Doesn't anyone understand?" I cried so many times during those years when I felt abandoned by God and for-
gotten by him. Little did I know that He really did care. He understood. He had a plan. But I wouldn't find that out for another three 
years.  By that time infertility treatments had eaten up our savings. Steve had recently lost his job and was now working as a Kelly 
temp. I was a substitute teacher. And, to top it off, we'd sold our house and moved to a rental in a nearby town. In other words, not  
(cont. page 2) 
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(cont. from page 1) only was the possibility of continuing treatments looking grim, but we weren't exactly what an adoption agency or 
birth mom would be looking for. All my hopes for a baby came crumbling down around me. I felt there was no way I'd ever be a 
mom.  But just when life looked the bleakest, another call came.  I was working a Christmas job at the mall when my friend Sally 
handed me the phone. "It's Steve," she said. "He says it's important." A dozen red and green ribbons in my hand, I took the receiver 
with the other. "Hey, hon, we're pretty busy here right now," I said, as another customer approached my booth.  "Would you like a 
brand-new baby boy?" Steve blurted out.  
"Call me back in ten minutes."  "Oh, okay."  I hung up the phone, then stopped. Did Steve just say what I thought he said? Some-
thing about a baby? I grabbed the phone again, turning to my customer. "I'm sorry, I need to make a call. Sally will help you." I 
quickly dialed home again and waited. The phone rang and rang and rang. Finally I hung up.  The next ten minutes dragged by like 
an 18-wheeler going up a steep grade. Finally the phone rang. I snatched it up. "Steve, is that you?"  Steve laughed. "Did you even 
hear me the first time I called?" "Not really. Did you say something about a baby?" "A baby boy. Shelley from next door called 
about him this morning." "Tell me more." "Well, his mother's a 14-year-old rape victim who chose to go ahead with the pregnancy 
and place the baby up for adoption. Shelley's sister was going to adopt him, but she just found out she's pregnant, so Shelley called 
us."  I was silent. "Did you hear me? They want to know if we want to adopt the baby." "Are you sure it's for real this time?"  
"Pretty sure. Shelley says so." My mind spun around the possibility. A baby? For me? For us? I cleared my throat. "You said yes, 
didn't you?" Steve laughed again. "I said I'd talk to you, but I was sure you'd agree."  
"Of course I do!" The customer at the counter gave me a strange look as my voice raised an octave.  
"Well, the mother's in the hospital tonight and is supposed to be induced tomorrow morning. I'm five minutes from there now. Can 
you meet me?"  "I'll be there in ten minutes." I slammed down the receiver, grabbed my coat, and headed for the parking lot. "I gotta 
go!" I yelled to Sally. "I won't be back until tomorrow. Cover for me?" "Sure," she shouted back. "But this better be good."  "It is!"  
 

Hope Ahead  
I reached the hospital in record time, met Steve and hurried up to the room. The moment I met Missy, I knew she was a special girl. 
She looked up at us from the bed and smiled. "So you're the family Shelley told me about?" She extended her hand. I took it in my 
own. "I'm so glad my baby's going to such a good home." She closed her eyes.   I leaned over and squeezed her hand tighter. "Thank 
you. You don't know how much this means to us."  Her eyes, deep brown and innocent, opened and looked up into mine. "It was the 
only way I could think of to make good come from the awful thing that happened to me."  
I nodded, as any words I would have said clogged behind the lump in my 
throat.  For two hours we sat with her and talked until visiting hours 
were over. "Come back tomor- row," she called as a nurse showed us out 
of the room. "You'll want to be here when he's born."   That night was the 
longest of my life. The next morning we went to the hospital and sat 
in the waiting room. Casey was born at eleven minutes to seven that eve-
ning. The nurse ushered us into the birthing room.  Missy sat up in the 
bed with a baby in her arms. Her mother stood beside her. Missy 
looked from the baby to us. A smile lit her face. "He's perfect," she said. 
"Healthy and perfect." I held my breath, fearing what else she might 
say, hoping for what I had thought was impossible. Slowly she lifted 
the baby and held him toward me. She whispered as she placed him in 
my arms, "My gift to you."  
 

Amazing, Precious Gift  
At that moment, as I looked into Casey's tiny, scrunched up face, I knew that the tests, the pills, the lunch hours with no lunch were 
all over. I was immediately enamored and fascinated with the small bundle in my arms and amazed that God and Missy were grant-
ing us this precious gift.  When we got home, my sister was waiting for us with packages of onesies, sleepers, blankets, wipes and 
over two hundred diapers. The next day friends and family brought over a bassinet, a stroller, a car seat, cans of formula and all 
kinds of miscellaneous baby things. By the time we brought Casey home, we had everything we needed. The next day my parents 
came to visit. When they'd first heard about Casey, they immediately brought up a dozen objections. "What if they take him away?" 
"What if she changes her mind?" "What if this turns out like the last one?" They were determined not to get attached until everything 
was finalized. But as soon as they came through the door and took one look at the tiny baby in my arms, they were instantly trans-
formed into Casey's grandparents.  On the day of my shower for Casey two weeks later, my mother wept when I introduced her to 
Shelley. She gave her a big hug and said, "Thank you for my grandson!" I was filled with wonder at what God had done for all of us.  
Then two years and ten months later another call came, and to make a long story short, a baby daughter joined our family.  We're in 
our late forties now, and the kids are eleven and eight. Today I can look back on the heartache of infertility and see that through all 
the pain, through all the disappointments, God hadn't forgotten us. Despite my doubts and questions, God knew what he was doing. 
And though I may not have believed it when we were going through the tests, procedures, miscarriages and failed adoption, God's 
plan was in operation. In fact, everything turned out just right.  
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First-Ever Procedure Uses Patient's Own Adult Stem Cells to Treat Stroke Effects 
(www.LifeNews.com) -- In what is believed to be the nation's first such procedure, doctors in Texas were able to successfully use adult 
stem cells from a patient to treat the effects of his stroke. Physicians from Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Cen-
ter and the University of Texas Medical School at Houston were involved in the process. The patient arrived in the 
emergency room at Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center on Wednesday of last week with weakness on the 
right side and difficulty speaking. The signs were obvious; the patient was suffering a stroke. Because he had ex-
ceeded the three-hour window needed to receive the TPA clot-busting drug proven to treat strokes, the stem-cell 
trial treatment was the only option. Fortunately, the medical center and UT are conducting the Phase I study funded 
with a pilot grant from the National Institutes of Health and stem cell therapy can help patients 24 to 72 hours after 
the onset of a stroke. Doctors completed the minimally-invasive procedure on Thursday where they removed the 
stem cells from the patient's bone marrow in the leg, then separated or purified the stem cells and intravenously returned them to the 
patient within a few hours. Because they are the patient's own stem cells, rejection was not an issue as is the case with embryonic 
stem cells.  

Democratic Pro-Life Bill, Pregnant Women Support Act, Gets Catholic Bishops OK 
(LifeNews.com) -- There are few authentic pro-life Democrats in the nation's capitol and even fewer in Congress, but a bill some of 
them are supporting has drawn support from the nation's Catholic bishops. Cardinal Rigali, chair of the pro-life 
committee for USCCB, is backing the Pregnant Women Support Act. Rep. Lincoln Davis, a Tennessee Democrat, 
re-introduced the House version of the measure (H.R. 2035) last week, which provides resources and support for 
pregnant and parenting women and their families. The bill is the brainchild of Democrats for Life of America, a 
national political group working to move the Democratic Party in the pro-life direction. The organization says the 
bill, which combines pro-life laws with government programs designed to help women overcome the potential 
financial reasons that may prompt them to have an abortion, could reduce abortions by as much as 95 percent over 
10 years if adopted. “The Pregnant Women Support Act reaches out to women with a helping hand when they are most vulnerable, 
and most engaged in making a decision about life or death for their unborn children,” Cardinal Rigali told LifeNews.com in a state-
ment.  
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abortion judicial nomination. Obama named David Hamilton, a former Clinton federal district court nominee, to 
serve on the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Hamilton was initially appointed by President Clinton to a district 
judgeship in Indiana in 1994 even though the ABA gave him a “not qualified” rating. In that position, Hamilton 
issued a series of rulings over seven years that prevented Indiana from implementing its informed consent law 
that would give women information about abortion's risks and alternatives. Sen. Pat Leahy, a pro-abortion Ver-
mont Democrat who is the chairman of the Senate panel, scheduled a hearing on Wednesday for Hamilton's 
nomination after Republicans boycotted an earlier hearing saying they were not given enough time to prepare for 
it. Hamilton has the backing of that Indiana’s Republican senator, Dick Lugar, but pro-life Sen. James Inhofe, an 

Oklahoma Republican, has already pledged to filibuster Hamilton's nomination. Meanwhile, pro-life Sen. Jeff Sessions of Alabama, 
another Republican, has also indicated he is potentially voting against Hamilton and perhaps supporting a filibuster of his nomina-
tion.  
“There is a growing frustration in the Judiciary Committee about a pattern of far-left nominees,” Sessions said. “I believe the presi-
dent deserves deference, but he’s about used all the deference he’s going to get out of me.”  

Senator Lugar betrays Indiana conservatives with his support for nomination of former 
NARAL counsel Dawn Johnsen to top post 
Indianapolis, IN --  Indiana Right to Life President and CEO Mike Fichter issued the following statement in response to Senator 
Richard Lugar's announcement today that he will support the nomination of former NARAL (National Abortion Rights Action 
League) counsel Dawn Johnsen to a top Justice Department post: 
 
"Indiana Right to Life is deeply disappointed by Senator Lugar's support for the controversial nomination of former NARAL counsel 
Dawn Johnsen to  head the Office of Legal Counsel.  Senator Lugar's support is an outright betrayal of Indiana conservatives who 
are troubled by Johnsen's radical support for unrestricted abortion on demand, including the brutal partial-birth abortion proce-
dure.  In fact, his support for Johnsen might well be considered a betrayal of conservatives nationwide since his actions will severely 
damage efforts to stop Johnsen's nomination.   
  
If Johnsen is confirmed, Senator Lugar will need to grapple with the fact that the person he is supporting will work to dramatically 
expand abortion access in our country while aggressively diminishing the constitutional rights of pro-life persons to speak out for the 
cause of life.  We urge Senator Lugar to reconsider his decision and to rescind his support for Johnsen's nomination."  Call Senator 
Lugar’s office:  202-224-4814 or email senator_lugar@lugar.senate.gov. 
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 364 abortions were performed at the EMW Women’s Sur-
gical Clinic in Louisville for January 2009..  The count listed 
below does not include the abortions performed at area hospi-
tals.  For the year the number of abortions is 1,081. 
1/3 of the women who enter EMW have cars with Indiana 
license plates.     Source: Right to Life of Louisville   

Right to Life of Southern Indiana, Inc. 
1819 State Street, Suite 202 
New Albany, IN  47150 
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812-945-1116 
Email:  rtlsoin@att.net 
Website:  http://righttolifeofsouthernindiana.com 

Join us for our Board Meeting on 
Tuesday, May 5th at 7:00 pm at 
Holy Family Catholic Church, 
129 W. Daisy Lane, New Al-
bany.  For information, please 
call the office at 812-945-1116.   

Graduating Students Called on to Remember Miss-
ing Peers Who Died From Abortions (LifeNews.com) -
- Millions of students in colleges, high schools and other graduat-
ing classes across America will participate in graduation ceremo-
nies in the coming months. Although the chairs in the halls holding 
the commencement activities will be filled, Father Frank Pavone of 
Priests for Life says most people probably won't notice that a large 
number of potential graduating students are missing. That’s be-
cause they were victims of abortion. He told LifeNews.com he is 
urging graduating students to remember those who, because of 
abortion, are not participating in ceremonies with them. "I urge 
young men and women receiving their degrees this year to take a 
different path and honor those who, but for abortion, would have 
been with them at graduation,” he said. Past graduating classes 
have remembered the aborted in yearbooks and at commencement 
exercises through speeches, prayers, or just by leaving an empty 
chair draped with a cap and gown. "Over 1 million students again 
will be missing from ceremonies," added Pavone. "Let's acknowl-
edge those who could not celebrate with us, and let's work to let 



Florida Judge Refuses to Seal Evidence in Born Alive Case Involving Botched Abortion (www.LifeNews.com) 
Miami-Dade Circuit Judge John Thornton refused to seal evidence in the case against unlicensed abortion worker Belkis Gonzalez, 
who has been charged with illegally providing "healthcare" at a Hialeah abortion mill. Gonzalez is accused of cutting the umbilical 
cord of a baby girl that was born alive during an attempted abortion, shoving her into a trash bag, then hiding the body on the clinic 
roof. Gonzalez's attorney attempted to seal the evidence in light of public interest in the case. "We are thankful that Judge Thornton 
has decided to allow the public to know the details of this horrific case," said Operation Rescue President Troy Newman. "Secrecy 
only works to benefit the abortionists. The public has a right to know what is really going on inside abortion clinics, especially when 
it involves criminal acts. We will continue to monitor this case very closely." Gonzalez faces up to 15 years in jail, and is currently 
on probation for practicing medicine without a license at a Miramar, Florida, abortion center. 

Woman’s Death From Legal Abortion in Massachusetts Helps Friend Save Her Baby 
(www.LifeNews.com)  Chelsea Freeman decided to keep her Down syndrome baby in spite of pressures to abort. What makes this deci-
sion a particular blessing is that Chelsea was a schoolmate of Laura Hope Smith, a 22-year old woman who died from a botched 
abortion on Cape Cod in 2007. "When Laura passed away, it changed by views on abortion," Chelsea said. "We are so thankful that 
blessings are coming from tragedy, and that Laura's death helping others to understand how valuable life is," said Operation Rescue 
President Troy Newman. Since Laura's death, her abortion practitioner, Rapin Osathanondh, has since permanently surrendered his 
medical license and closed his two abortion mills. Osathanondh has been charged with manslaughter, and is scheduled for trial in 
September. 

Senate Vote on Pro-Abortion Pick Kathleen Sebelius Blocked, Now Tuesday  (www.LifeNews.com)  Senate Re-
publican Leader Mitch McConnell, a pro-life senator from Kentucky, on Thursday objected to a vote on Kathleen Sebelius, the abor-
tion advocate President Barack Obama nominated to become health secretary. Senate Democrats had requested a unanimous consent 
to allow a vote on Sebelius’ nomination, but McConnell’s objections makes it to Democrats will need 60 votes to overcome a poten-
tial filibuster to allow a vote on the nomination to proceed. McConnell said he blocked the vote because of Sebelius’ long pro-
abortion record and the hundreds of thousands of dollars in campaign donations she has received directly or indirectly from late-term 
abortion practitioner George Tiller. Following the news that Sebelius’ nomination would be blocked, the Senate agreed to schedule a 
confirmation vote for Tuesday. Then, the Senate will engage in 10 hours of debate and Senate Democrats will follow by calling for a 
60-vote supermajority to break the pro-life filibuster and allow a vote on Sebelius’ confirmation to proceed. The Senate Finance 
Committee previously approved Sebelius’ nomination on a 15-8 vote, with the baking of two Republicans. It is unclear how many 
lawmakers will side with the filibuster, but Sebelius’ nomination is expected to move ahead given that she has the support of the 
handful of pro-abortion Republicans in the chamber and the two Republican senators from Kansas, her home state. 

House Republicans Want Napolitano to Resign After M emo Targeting Pro-Lifers  (www.LifeNews.com) -- Republicans 
in the House of Representatives are calling on Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano to step down or for President Obama 
to fire her. They are upset by a memo Napolitano’s department recently released saying people who oppose abortion are likely to 
engage in terrorism and right-wing extremism. Rep. John Carter, a Texas Republican, says, “Singling out the political opponents for 
working against the ruling party is precisely the tactic of every tyrannical government from Red China to Venezuela. The first step in 
the process is creating unfounded public suspicion of political opponents, followed by arresting and jailing any who continue speak-
ing against the regime." Carter organized an hour of speeches on the House floor on Wednesday to protest the memo, in which the 
Obama administration said people who "oppose abortion" are among those who are potential members of extremist groups or poten-
tial terrorists. 

FDA Allows 17-Year-Olds to Purchase Morning After Pill Over the Counter  (www.LifeNews.com)  The FDA on 
Wednesday made the final decision to allow 17-year-old teenage girls to purchase the morning after pill over the counter instead of 
having to obtain it via a doctor's prescription. The decision comes after a court ruling last month ordering that Plan B be made avail-
able over the counter to those 17 and up. The FDA said in a statement that it would not appeal the court's decision. In the order, U.S. 
District Judge Edward Korman also asked the agency to consider whether the pill should be available to women of all ages without a 
prescription, saying that such a determination is best left to the expertise of the FDA rather than a federal district judge. He also criti-
cized the FDA for departing from its normal standards by having different standards for the drug for different ages. In August 2006, 
the FDA approved the sale of Plan B without a prescription to those 18 and older, but those 17 and under needed a prescription to 
obtain it. While Planned Parenthood hailed the decision, Concerned Women for America was disappointed by it. "Plan B is a high 
dose of birth control pills. ... The FDA violated its standards when it made the high-dose Plan B available nonprescription to adults. 
But now the FDA is making the drug available to minors without parental consent," the group said. "Parents should be furious that 
the FDA is putting their minor daughters at risk." Dr. Andrew von Eschenbach, the FDA's acting commissioner at the time the deci-
sion was made, said the agency did not approve the drug for sales to teenagers because Barr, its manufacturer, had not provided 
enough information about how the morning after pill affects them. CWA says selling the morning after pill over the counter will 
make it easier for men who abuse young women to cover up their crimes. "Any adult male who is having sex with a minor could 
walk into a pharmacy, buy the drug, and coax the girl into taking the pill," she said. 
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Dear LifeNews.com Friend, 

The following is a compilation of bill signings, speeches, appointments and other actions that President Barack Obama 
has engaged in that have promoted abortion before and during his presidency. While Obama has promised to reduce 
abortions, and some of his supporters believe that will happen, this long list proves his only agenda is promoting more 
abortions. 
 
While Obama has appointed numerous other abortion advocates to key positions, we only include the appointments that 
pertain to policies on abortion. 

You can find this complete listing online at LifeNews.com at http://www.lifenews.com/obamaabortionrecord.html 

Post-Election / Pre-Inauguration  

November 5, 2008 - Obama selects pro-abortion Rep. Rahm Emanuel as his White House Chief of Staff. Emanuel has a 
0% pro-life voting record according to National Right to Life. 

November 19, 2008 - Obama picks pro-abortion former Sen. Tom Daschle as his Health and 
Human Services Secretary. Daschle has a long pro-abortion voting record according to Na-
tional Right to Life. 

November 20, 2008 - Obama chooses former NARAL legal director Dawn Johnsen to serve as a member of his Depart-
ment of Justice Review Team. Later, he finalizes her appointment as the Assistant Attorney General for the Office of the 
Legal Counsel in the Obama administration. 

November 24, 2008 - Obama appoints Ellen Moran, the former director of the pro-abortion group Emily's List as his 
White House communications director. Emily's List only supported candidates who favored taxpayer funded abortions 
and opposed a partial-birth abortion ban. 

November 24, 2008 - Obama puts former Emily's List board member Melody Barnes in place as his director of the Do-
mestic Policy Council. 

November 30, 2008 - Obama named pro-abortion Sen. Hillary Clinton as the Secretary of State. Clinton has an unblem-
ished pro-abortion voting record and has supported making unlimited abortions an international right. 

December 10, 2008 - Obama selects pro-abortion former Clinton administration official Jeanne Lambrew to become the 
deputy director of the White House Office of Health Reform. Planned Parenthood is "excited" about the selection. 

December 10, 2008 - Obama transition team publishes memo from dozens of pro-abortion groups listing their laundry list 
of pro-abortions actions they want him to take. 
 
Pro-Abortion Presidential Record - 2009  

January 5, 2009 - Picks pro-abortion Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine as the chairman of the Democratic Party. 

January 6, 2009 - Obama chooses Thomas Perrelli, the lawyer who represented Terri Schiavo’s hus-
band Michael in his efforts to kill his disabled wife, as the third highest attorney in the Justice Depart-
ment. 

January 22, 2009 - Releases statement restating support for Roe v. Wade decision that allowed virtu-
ally unlimited abortions and has resulted in at least 50 million abortions since 1973. 

January 23, 2009 - Forces taxpayers to fund pro-abortion groups that either promote or perform abor-
tions in other nations. Decison to overturn Mexico City Policy sends part of $457 million to pro-abortion organizations. 

January 26, 2009 - Obama nominee for Deputy Secretary of State, James B. Steinberg, tells members of the Senate that 
taxpayers should be forced to fund abortions. Nominee erroneously says limits on abortion funding are unconstitutional. 
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January 29, 2009 - President Obama nominates pro-abortion David Ogden as Deputy Attorney General. 

February 12, 2009 - Obama nominates pro-abortion Elena Kagan to serve as Solicitor General.  
 
February 27, 2009 - Starts the process of overturning pro-life conscience protections President Bush put in place to 
make sure medical staff and centers are not forced to do abortions. 
 
February 28, 2009 - Barack Obama nominates pro-abortion Kathleen Sebelius to become Secretary of Health and Hu-
man Services. 

March 5, 2009 - The Obama administration shut out pro-life groups from attending a White House-sponsored health care 
summit. Planned Parenthood, the nation's largest abortion business, made the invitation list as did other pro-abortion 
groups. 

March 9, 2009 - President Barack Obama signed an executive order forcing taxpayer funding of embryonic stem cell 
research. 
 
March 10, 2009 - Obama announces the creation of a new foreign policy position to focus on women's issues. He names 
Melanne Verveer, an abortion advocate, to occupy the post. 

March 10, 2009 - Reverses an executive order to press for more research into ways of obtaining embryonic stem cells 
without harming human life. The order Obama scrapped would have promoted new forms of stem cell research. 

March 11, 2009 - Obama signed an executive order establishing a new agency within his administration known as the 
White House Council on Women and Girls. Obama's director of public liaison at the White House, Tina Tchen, an abor-
tion advocate, became director of it. 
 
March 11, 2009 - Obama administration promotes an unlimited right to abortion at a United Nations meeting. 
 
March 11, 2009 - Obama administration officials deny negative effects of abortion at United Nation's meeting. 
 
March 17, 2009 - President Barack Obama makes his first judicial appointment and names pro-abortion federal Judge 
David Hamilton to serve on the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. 
 
March 26 - Announces $50 million for the UNFPA, the UN population agency that has been criticized for promoting abor-
tion and working closely with Chinese population control officials who use forced abortions and involuntary sterilizations. 
--- 

 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you this year and may He bless everything you 
do to further the cause of protecting the innocent. May you never tire of speaking 
out and doing the right thing. 

In Christ and For Life, 
 
Steven Ertelt, Editor 
LifeNews.com 
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